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subject of heated controversy. Ho was accused, in the same manner as Strafford had been accused, of high trc-ason, in endeavouring to subvert the fundamental laws of the kingdom. The same specious but illegal theory of a cumulative crime and a constructive evidence was adoptetl. After more than one hundred and fifty witnesses had testified, the Parliament found, as in the Strafford trial, that there was so little likelihood of obtaining a verdict, that they fell back upon the old expedient of an ex-post-fctcto law, and passed an ordinance to take away his life. The Lords made some show of opposition, but so far had their influence declined that they soon withdrew their virtuous objections, and concurred with the lower 1 louse*. It is but fair to say that when the question was put only sewn of the Peers were present to vote, the otluTs having purposely remained away in a conscious shame of the act,1 The1 original sentence was that he should be handed, drawn, and quartered, but upon an earnest solicitation ironi the Lords, the Commons, after once refusing, finally granted, with much reluctance, a petition from Laud that he might he beheaded, which was accordingly done on the loth of January, 16.1,5, in tin? face of a free pardon which Charles formally issued to him from Oxford.
About the same time the Parliament, endeavouring to give a finishing blow to the English Church, passed an ordinance abolishing the Book of Common Prayer.'1*
The King sent several messages for peace, and at. length succeeded in having commissioners appointed by the Parliament, who met his own representatives at: Uxbridge ; and thence ensued the treaty which took its name from that place.
In order to secure this commission, Charles had been compelled to recede from his former resolution, and address the Houses at Westminster as the Parliament of England. This concession apparently stultified his Oxford Parliament, but he ordered a secret entry to be made in the council books, that, though he had called them the Parliament, he had not . acknowledged ti\vn\ for such, and a letter to his Queen in which this
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